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We are a Bonded Family Society

~ 66% of households in the United States have pets

~ 97% consider the pet a member of the family

< 40% of households in the United States have children under age 18



Changing Economic Landscape
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Racial Disparities in Animal Welfare: 
The Research Team

[https://pphe.utk.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/FINAL-Racial-Disparities-April-2024.pdf]



Lack of empirical research on racial 
disparities in animal welfare

Research on animal welfare has been 
“animal-centric”

Conducting a study with empirical rigor can 
contribute to positive change in the animal 
welfare industry

Why Was This Study 
Done?



Adopted Pet from Animal Shelter or Rescue Group
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Overall, what are your feelings about the animal shelter 
in your community?
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Been Turned Down by Animal Shelter or 
Rescue Group when Tried to Adopt a Pet
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Overall, what are your feelings about animal 
control in your community?
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Law Enforcement or Animal Control Officers in My 
Community Take Away Pets to Punish the Owners
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Law Enforcement or Animal Control Officers are More Likely to 
Take Away Pets from Pet Owners of Color than from Pet 
Owners Who are White
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Law Enforcement or Animal Control Officers Try to Support 
Pet Owners in Their Efforts to Take Care of Their Pets



Barriers to Adoption

“When I first started (18 years ago) 
you had to:

• own your own home or 

• you had to bring in a lease showing that 
you're allowed to have a dog

• your dogs at home had to be current on 
their rabies shots

• dogs had to be licensed before you can 
adopt.”
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Differences in how pets are acquired

Factors that impact acquisition of pets

Mission of animal shelters and rescue 
organizations

Public perception of animal control

Reasons for optimism

Summary of Results
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