
The Societal Need for Graduates 
Prepared for Spectrum of Care Practice

Michael J. Blackwell, DVM, MPH

Assistant Surgeon General, USPHS (Ret.)

Director, Program for Pet Health Equity

University of Tennessee

ppheweb@utk.edu 

4/11/2024

© AAVMC 2024 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



Lack of access 
to veterinary care is 
tearing families apart.



Poll: 
Is companionship 
with a pet a right 
or a privilege? 



“for the benefit 
of society . . . “



One Health 
Healthcare



SOC & IVC



“There comes a time when one must take a position 
that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he 

must take it because conscience tells him it is right.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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